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RUROPE

GERMANY: Soviet reiction to London agresracnts on Germany--~
US Politieal Adviser Murphy in Berlin observes that ~ the mest

positive reaction by Soviet authorities to the Londou communigue’’

has been in the ficld of transport and travel, Murphy comments
that the action of Soviet officials in delaying freight moveraent
across the frontier of the Soviet Zone may well indicate that the
USSR is now preparieg to cut Berlin off completely from supplies
originating in the west. Murphy observes, however, that it is
alse possible that Soviet authorities are attempiing io create a
sitwation in which they can declare that emergency conditions
prevail in Berlin, thus hoping to convelke a wmecting of the Allied
Control Council in order to discuss the situntion. Meanwhile,
Headguarters Burcpean Command Heldslberg reports that %wm
officials have closed at & number of poiais the highway between |
Berlin and Magdeburg, allegedly for road repairs, and that ihe
Berlin-Helmsied highway may be similarly closed within the

next few weeks.

{CiA Comment: CTA considers that Awbassador Mus phy's
altematwca smggestam that the USSR mry be trying to creais an
“emergency’’ situation is more like! iy to represent Soviet inten-

ticas.)

GREECE: Eankin warns against Soviet-Satellite blandishraenis -~
US Charge Rankin fully endorses the view that the Greck military
siteation constitutes the key to the Balkan situation. Rankin be-

lieves that recent Soviet-Satellite gestures of conciliation m2y
e an effort to seftle the Gresk afiair by conciliation through the
UY, thus by-passing the UN Special C@m-nwtee on the Balkans
(UN SCOB), and leaving the Communisis “‘“anbroken’ o resume
their campaign at a more propitious time. In Rankivs® opinicn,
it is es.:enuai that the mzhw.w phase of the Ureek campaipgn end

with 2 “‘crushing defeat’’ of the guerrilias and not through appease-

ment or conciliation. Rankin emphasizes that US officials in
Greece feel genuinely confident that the Gresk Array can bring
18 current eampaign to 2 BUCCBSS siul conclusion.
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